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NLM EXTRAMURAL PROGRAMS 


At its meeting in November 1960 the NLM Board of Regents 
gave its endorsement to further development of an extramural 
program area at the National Library of Medicine. The Board 
discussed drafts of programs for library facilities and re- 
sources, the education and training of medical librarians, 
senior fellowship studies, research and development in medi- 

jm cal bibliography, and publication support, including trans- 

Mm lations. The Board felt that the establishment of such ex- 
tramural grant programs would provide a much-needed stimulus 
to the improvement of medical communications, would give a 
new dimension to NLM's services, and would be appropriate to 
its national responsibilities. 

Mr. Scott Adams, Deputy Director, and Dr. Estelle Brod- 
man, Associate for Extramural Planning, are responsible for 
the development of plans. The program will require new leg- 
islation as well as specific appropriations before it can 
become operative. 


PUBLICATION IN ENGLISH AND POLISH 


One of the objections which has been raised to cover-to- 
cover translations of scientific periodicals has to do with 
the time lag between the issuance of the original and the 
appearance of the translation. To overcome this it has been 
Suggested that simultaneous publication of the original and 
its translation might be effected. A first attempt to ac- 
complish this has now become possible under the translation 
program administered by the National Science Foundation. Be- 
ginning with the January 1961 issue (volume 8, number 1), 
English edition of each issue of Acta Biochimica Polonica 
ill appear at the time that the issue in Polish is avail- 
able. The English edition will be prepared and printed in 
oland and will be distributed free to those libraries which 
Ow receive translations from the National Library of Medi- 
ine under the PL 480 program. 
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WALTER REED AND THE LIBRARY 


Three former Librarians have remarked on the length of 
time Walter Reed was Librarian of the Army Medical Library, 
Colonel J.M. Phalen says: "Only a few days before his death, 
he [Reed] was appointed Librarian of the Army Medical Li- 
brary" (Dictionary of American Biography, v. 15, p. 461), 
General E. E. Hume says: ™...in 1902 Reed was made Librari- 
an... He held office but a single week..." (Victories of 
Army Medicine, 1943. p. 96). Colonel H. W. Jones says: "In 
1902 there came Major Walter Reed, who seems to have served 
actually but a week, having died in office." (JAMA 122:1075 
(1943)). 

The NLM has in its files a copy of the original docv- 
ment appointing Reed: 





"War Department, Surgeon General's Office. 
Washington, November 1, 1902. Major Walter 
Reed, surgeon, U.S. Army, in addition to his 
present duties, is hereby assigned to duty 
as Librarian, in charge of the Library of 
the Surgeon General's Office. [Signed] R.M. 
O'Reilly, Surgeon General, U.S. Army." 





NLM also possesses a photocopy of a single document! 
bearing on Reed's performance during this period: 


“Museum and Library Division, November 3, 1902. 
Fielding H. Garrison, Assistant Librarian, 
S.G.0. Applies for 6 days leave, dating from 
November 10, 1902. 

Museum and Library Division, November 3, 1902. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Surgeon General, 
U. S. Army, recommending approval. 

Walter Reed, Major and Surgeon, U. S. Army, 
Librarian, S.G.0." 


Howard A. Kelly's Walter Reed and Yellow Fever (Balti: 
more, 1923) details the activity of Reed from the 12th 0} 
November until his death. From this account it would appeat 
that Reed was at his office in the Museum and Library Build 
ing as late as Wednesday, the 12th of November, and possibl) 
as late as Friday, the 14th. Reed was taken to the Am) 
Hospital on Monday, November 17th, and was operated on the 
same day. He died at 2:05 a.m., Sunday, the 23rd of Novem 
ber, 1902. (Kelly has November 22; A. E. Truby's Memoir 0, 
Walter Reed (New York, 1943) has the correct date.) 
It would thus appear that Reed held the office for thre 
weeks and two days, and was active in his role of Librarisf 
for 13 or 14 days. [CR] 
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THIRD EDITION, UNION LIST OF SERIALS 


The National Library of Medicine is of course cooperat- 
ing in the compilation of the Third Edition of the Union 
List of Serials. Section 1 of the Checking Edition was an- 
notated and forwarded to the ULS Project office at the Li- 
brary of Congress in November; Section 2 is being returned 
this month. The schedule calls for the completion of Sec- 
tion 3 by the end of April, and of Section 4 by the end of 
July. 

Section 1 (A-C) listed 2,879 serial titles which began 
before 1950 but which were not listed in earlier editions. 
NLM reported holdings of 341 of these titles, and supplied 
additional bibliographical information on 64 titles. There 
were 31 titles which appeared to be within scope for NLM but 
which are not yet represented in the NLM collection. 


NEW 480 TRANSLATION 


Problems of Evolution of Physiological Functions is a 
translation of the Festschrift honoring the late Leon A. 
Orbeli on his 75th birthday. It was originally published by 
the USSR Academy of Sciences in 1958 and has just appeared 
as a product of NSF-NLM cooperation in the PL 480 Transla- 
tion Program. The work consists of 16 essays and 162 pages; 
it is now being distributed to selected American medical li- 
braries through OTS. It may also be purchased from OTS at 
$1.75 per copy. 





NEW RUSSIAN ACQUISITION 


Zdravookhranenie v SSSR; Statisticheskii Sbornik. (Public 
Health in the USSR; statistical manual). Moscow, 1960. 
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This manual presents up-to-date statistical data on the 
development of medical care in the Soviet Union. The first 
chapter, on "Territory and Population," gives interesting 
general data. The population of the USSR as of July 1, 1960 
is estimated at 214.4 million. In 1959 the birth rate was 
25 per 1,000 and the death rate was 7.6 per 1,000. Average 
longevity for men was 64 years and for women, 71 years. 

The chapter on ''Medical Progress" reports 379,500 phy- 
Sicians, i.e., 17.7 physicians for every 10,000 people. The 
government funds spent in 1959 for health and physical edu- 
cation amounted to 44.6 billion rubles. In the chapter on 
"Medical Cadres" it is indicated that of the total number of 
Physicians (excluding dentists) 75% (286,100) are women. At 
the beginning of the 1959 school year there were 84 schools 





4 JANUARY 196) 
—_—§—¥¥xK—X&€<—_—=&z&z—=z~—=——  —=—Leh— ——EPEEE~~=___ 
of higher medical education for 171,000 students, and there 
were 493 schools for specialized medical training such as ip 
pharmacology and dentistry, with 154,500 students. 

Other chapters’ give information on hospital and out- 
patient care, sanatoriums and health resorts, the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent organizations, sport activities and social 
security. The budget for social security in 1959 amounted 
to 64 billion rubles. 


CIVIL WAR EXHIBIT 


An exhibit on "Medical Aspects of the Civil War" is now 
being installed at the National Library of Medicine. This 
exhibit will remain in place for six months or more, and it 
represents NLM's contribution to the celebration of the Civ- 
il War Centennial. The exhibit is divided into several sec- 
tions -- on the development of military medicine, on medical 
research during the war, on war medical publications, and 
the like. 

A section on war hysteria reviews the once-sensational 
Yellow Fever Plot which resulted in harassment of Dr. Luke 
Pryor Blackburn, eventually Governor of Kentucky, and in- 
cluded the summary expulsion of Dr. Montrose A. Pallen from 
the American Medical Association in 1865 and his restitution 
in 1866 after the charges against him were proved false. 

A section dealing with events of the night of April 14, 
1865, displays Faber's sketch of the deathbed of Lincoln and 
exhibits original photographs of Drs. Stone, Barnes, Crane, 
and others readily identifiable from Faber's sketch. There 
is an autographed carte de visite of Dr. Charles Leale, the 
first physician to reach the wounded President in Ford's 
Theatre. Also shown is Dr. Verdi's portrait and his letter 
published in 1865 on the attempted assassination of Seward. 

The exhibit features the Library's extensive holdings 
of periodicals such as the Confederate States Medical and 
Surgical Journal, books, photographs and colored lithographs 
of the Civil War period. 








LONG-TERM PERIODICAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Recent experience indicates that the risk of loss due 
to sudden price increases has caused subscription agents to 
become somewhat disenchanted with the long-term periodical 
subscription idea. In the fall of 1957 the National Library 
of Medicine placed its first group of long-term orders; 49 
of these titles were scheduled for renewal in 1960. Of these 
49 titles only ten are now available on a long-term basis; 
the other 39 had to be renewed for one year only. 





Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, February 26, 1960 

















